
plan, sort, pack, label and help with what to keep, toss, donate, consign

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTE 3-2 TO 
PREPARE MASSIVE GROWTH SCENARIOS 

FOR APARTMENT/CONDO DEVELOPMENTS 
THROUGHOUT LAFAYETTE

HOW COULD THIS IMPACT YOU?
The proposed growth scenarios are in prepara� on for the State’s next Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) Process (2023 
– 2030).  Eff ec� vely the scenarios open up most of the city to Apartment/Condo development, even in neighborhoods currently 
zoned for houses - look at the impact in Santa Monica h� ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_tEFEVXggCw

But the city has enough capacity within its exis� ng zoning to meet Lafaye� e’s RHNA requirement of 2114 units plus a “buff er” 
(units above and beyond the State’s RHNA requirement).  Below are some key reasons why current zoning is suffi  cient:

1. City staff  is recommending a 60%+ buff er (1269 addi� onal apartment/condo units) in its distributed scenario on top of the 
 2,114 RHNA units. However, the State recommends only a 15%-30% buff er.  A buff er of 15% equals 317 units, which would 
 eliminate 952 units from the Staff ’s numbers (down from 3,383 to 2,431). 
2. The 15% buff er would be suffi  cient for several reasons: 
 • During the last RHNA cycle, developers proposed projects on proper� es that were not on the list of the 
  City’s RHNA iden� fi ed sites, thus freeing up unused sites for considera� on in the upcoming cycle. 
 • The state’s popula� on is declining because of lower birth rates, higher cost of living, companies leaving the State, 
  fewer jobs and people working remotely - this creates a jus� fi ca� on for fewer RHNA units. 
 • In 2014 Lafaye� e’s RHNA alloca� on was only 400 units, yet today - even with lower California census data - 
  Lafaye� e has been targeted for 2114 units.
 • Due to pending legisla� on and lawsuits, Lafaye� e voters could regain control over the number of mandated new units. 

WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN?
Using current zoning limits, The General Plan Advisory Commi� ee (GPAC), a pro bono group of residents, should fi rst analyze 
the general downtown area around Mt. Diablo Blvd., given the large number of projects (16+) already in the pipeline there.  This 
analysis would iden� fy which addi� onal opportunity sites, if any, would need to be included in the site inventory in order to meet 
the RHNA target plus a 15% buff er.  If - following that analysis - the conclusion is that some sites need to be upzoned, the relevant 
data will be readily available.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
1. Email/write to GPAC, generalplan@lovelafaye� e.org  
2. Organize your neighborhood – contact Save Lafaye� e in this regard at savelafaye� e94549@gmail.com
3. Support Save Lafaye� e (which has a very successful track record on controversial city ma� ers). 
 Send your tax-deduc� ble dona� on payable to Save Lafaye� e , PO Box 1183, 3641 Mt Diablo Blvd., Lafaye� e CA 94549.

Many thanks for your con� nued interest and help,

Michael Griffi  ths 
President, www.SaveLafaye� e.org


